
July 18, 2022

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Josh Hawley
115 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators Grassley and Hawley,

I write to you in my personal capacity as a new mother and an American citizen concerned with
the state of political discourse in the United States.

As you are aware, in March 2022 I accepted a political appointment as the Executive Director of
the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Disinformation Governance Board, an internal
coordination mechanism that has no operational authority and is intended to bring to bear best
practices in ongoing counter-disinformation work across DHS. I resigned that position May 18
when the Board was put on pause. Since my position was announced, my family and I have been
harassed and have received aggressive, sexualized, vulgar, and threatening messages online, on
the phone, and at our home. The vast majority of these messages were based on fundamental
mischaracterizations of the Board’s scope, the Executive Director role, and my commitment to
America’s fundamental freedoms.

You were both signatories on the May 19th1 and June 7th2 letters that personally attacked me in
an outsized manner. Given that it has been two months since I left government service, I was
dismayed that Senator Hawley spent recently nearly half of his allotted time in the July 14 Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee hearing questioning DHS Acting
Assistant Secretary Samantha Vinograd about me and my hiring at the Department.3 Pursuing
such questioning now only stokes misplaced anger among your constituents. That anger has
contributed to the continued harassment of me and my family based on the false narratives that

3 U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, “Hearing on Protecting the Homeland
from Unmanned Aircraft Systems,” July 14, 2022, beginning at 01:05.
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/protecting-the-homeland-from-unmanned-aircraft-systems

2 Letter from Senators Charles E. Grassley and Joshua Hawley to Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N.
Mayorkas, June 7, 2022.
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/grassley_hawley_to_deptofhomelandsecuritydisinformationgoverna
nceboard.pdf

1 U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, “Portman, Daines, Colleagues: Defund
Biden’s Disinformation Board,” May 19, 2022.
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/minority-media/portman-daines-colleagues-defund-bidens-disinformation-boar
d
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you and some of your colleagues have spread, namely that I am unfit for government service4

and that I would or could act in my capacity at DHS to censor my fellow Americans.5

Far from the image of the power-hungry censor that you have amplified, I have dedicated my
career to the protection of free expression and democratic discourse around the world.6 If my
former position involved censoring or adjudicating Americans’ speech, I would not have
accepted it. As Senator Grassley knows, I have testified before Congress, including at his
invitation as a Republican witness of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, advocating for
investments in information literacy and other initiatives to counter disinformation, none of which
involve censorship.7 Senator Grassley’s support and amplification of the scaremongering against
me was thus surprising and disappointing.

Furthermore, Senator Hawley, in his scapegoating of me, chose to concentrate his objections to
my appointment on several of my statements made years prior to my government service. He
stripped them of context and nuance, painting me not as the serious, bipartisan researcher that
my full record demonstrates, but as a rabid ideologue and “a human geyser of misinformation.”8

Senator Hawley disproportionately emphasized a sliver of my public work, ignoring my two
books,9 four testimonies before his Congressional colleagues, and many other publications.10

Instead, he derided my own expression of my First Amendment rights as I weighed in on
fast-changing stories of national interest, livetweeted presidential debates, or recommended
podcasts hosted by conservative British lawmakers.

As a result of this warped narrative, tens of thousands of my fellow Americans, by the most
conservative estimate, so strongly believe I am a threat to their freedom that they took time to
defame, harass, stalk, and threaten me. The last trimester of my pregnancy, the birth of my first
child, and the first weeks of his life—a time that should have been joyful and as calm as
possible—were and continue to be marked by stress, fear, and concern for my growing family’s
safety. As family men, I hope you can empathize with how difficult this experience has been.

10 See, for example: https://wiczipedia.com/portfolio /
9 Nina Jankowicz, Bloomsbury Publishing. https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/author/nina-jankowicz/

8 “'HUMAN GEYSER OF MISINFORMATION:' Hawley Slams Head of Biden Disinformation Board, Calls for
Mayorkas’ Resignation,” May 4, 2022.
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/human-geyser-misinformation-hawley-slams-head-biden-disinformation-board-calls-
mayorkas-resignation

7 “Election Interference: Ensuring Law Enforcement Is Equipped to Target Those Seeking to Do Harm,” U.S. Senate
Committee on the Judiciary, June 12, 2018.
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/election-interference-ensuring-law-enforcement-is-equipped-to-target-tho
se-seeking-to-do-harm

6 See, for example, Nina Jankowicz and Shannon Pierson, “Freedom and Fakes: A Comparative Exploration of
Countering Disinformation and Protecting Free Expression,” The Wilson Center, December 2019.
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/freedom-and-fakes-comparative-exploration-countering-disinformation-an
d-protecting-free

5 U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, “Domestic Extremism in America:
Examining White Supremacist Violence in the Wake of Recent Attacks,” June 9, 2022, beginning at 01:31.
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/domestic-extremism-in-america-examining-white-supremacist-violence-in-th
e-wake-of-recent-attacks

4 Letter from Grassley and Hawley to Mayorkas.

https://wiczipedia.com/portfolio
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/author/nina-jankowicz/
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/human-geyser-misinformation-hawley-slams-head-biden-disinformation-board-calls-mayorkas-resignation
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/human-geyser-misinformation-hawley-slams-head-biden-disinformation-board-calls-mayorkas-resignation
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/election-interference-ensuring-law-enforcement-is-equipped-to-target-those-seeking-to-do-harm
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/election-interference-ensuring-law-enforcement-is-equipped-to-target-those-seeking-to-do-harm
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/freedom-and-fakes-comparative-exploration-countering-disinformation-and-protecting-free
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/freedom-and-fakes-comparative-exploration-countering-disinformation-and-protecting-free
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/domestic-extremism-in-america-examining-white-supremacist-violence-in-the-wake-of-recent-attacks
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/domestic-extremism-in-america-examining-white-supremacist-violence-in-the-wake-of-recent-attacks


I appeal to you to stop engaging with and promoting this narrative and to condemn the continued
attacks against me. I object not to your conducting oversight of the Department of Homeland
Security and investigating whistleblower claims, as is your duty as Senators, but in continuing to
amplify this absurd caricature of me—one that, again, builds upon lies about the purpose of the
Board—months after I left the Department. I do not deserve this level of personal attack for
having accepted a position serving my country in my area of expertise, which has been
recognized by Members on both sides of the aisle. No one deserves to be subject to such vitriol,
and make no mistake, it is those in positions of power like yours who tacitly encourage it.

Personalized attacks have become endemic to American political discourse. As Senators, you
have the power to set a different tone and example. I hope you will do so. If you are interested, I
am happy to meet with you to brief you on my work in the public sphere and discuss these issues
in person.

Sincerely,

Nina Jankowicz


